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YA GALLEY TEEN REVIEW

(Note: Your comments go to the book’s publisher. 
The more lively and detailed your comments are, the more useful they are to the publisher. 
You might even be quoted!
 Please avoid generic statements such as “This was a good book.”)

Reader:




Age: 

Library:
Title:
Author:
Publisher:  



Pub. Date


Galley?   Yes   No
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Would you like to nominate this book for Teens’ Top Ten (see criteria below)?   Yes   No   
If yes, give a 2 or 3 sentence summary of the book that will make other teens want to read it:

What did you like or not like about the cover?  Did the cover reflect the contents?

Describe the most compelling aspect of the book.
Were you disappointed with the book for any reason?  If so, what was disappointing? 
Did you finish the book?   Yes   ⁯No
How would you rate this book?
5 Hard to imagine a better book




4 Better than most






3 Readable







2 Needs more work?





1 How did it get published?




Additional Comments (if you wish):

Criteria for Teens' Top Ten Nominees

http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/yalsa/teenreading/teenstopten/tttcriteria.cfm
1. Appeal and Involvement

A TTT book should have lasting and universal appeal to teens between the ages of 12 and 18—not necessarily mass or popular appeal. It should keep readers’ interest through personal, often emotional involvement with the book. A TTT book should also be memorable and worth reading again. Ideally, if you read the book ten years later, you would still like it as an adult.

Packaging is important. The book’s cover should catch your attention, draw you in, and relate to what is inside the book—no bait-and-switch covers. The summary on the back or flap should be accurate, helping potential readers to judge their interest in reading it. The book’s size and format in hardcover or paperback should fit the content.

2. Literary Quality

A TTT book should be a "book of substance," not a "fluffy." Each book should be unique—not a clone of every other teen book. A TTT book offers a new perspective, a new way of thinking.

3. Characters

A TTT book has characters who are similar in age to the reader, at least 12 years old and up—not too young to understand or experience teen problems and concerns. Characters are realistic and compelling. Readers relate personally to them. Even in fantasy or horror, characters should be true to themselves—acting the way they would act. Each character should be distinctive.

4. Content and Style

A TTT book’s subject matter applies to teens. If the story is about social issues that teens face, it should be realistic, not sugar-coated. Good descriptions help readers picture the setting; great imagery lets you feel as if you’re there. A TTT book is never condescending to the reader.

5. Plot

A TTT book has a strong, memorable plot that plays out in your head like a movie—imagining the events is effortless. You forget that the events didn’t actually happen, even if you know realistically that they couldn’t have (as in science fiction and fantasy). The book should have a good balance of action and description, with a satisfying ending—not necessarily happy.

6. Genres

The TTT list should represent as many genres as possible, as well as a broad range of interests, containing something for all different types of teen readers (for example, not all realistic fiction). Nonfiction is well organized and covers an interesting topic, offering a fresh viewpoint. It must be accurate yet readable and concise. When appropriate, good illustrations support the writing.
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